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Anaheim Shares Gift
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their "Spark of Love" campaign. Above &3
are some of our children wrapping gifts to
be given. [

"Pennies For The Little Children" is a
weekly contribution of loose change,
sponsored by the Anaheim children. This
year $111.50 was given to the HOPE
charities for abandoned or abused women
and children. Submitted by Jean Gibo
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Orange Christmas Play

The Orange Congregation celebrated the holi-
days December 12 with dinner and the play
“Fumbly, Bumbly Angels.” Earlier in the day Larry
Bauman (shown here with Pastor Mark Richards
on the left) was ordained to the office of priest.

Long Beach Children’s
Christmas Program

5th Annual Posada

La Nueva Esperanza celebrated their
5" annual posada in South Central Los
Angeles.

This Mexican Christmas tradi-
tion has become
an  anticipated
event for those
# who live in the
neighborhood
around 35" and
' Main.  This year
b about 120 people
participated. The
posada included
a candlelight pro-
cession in the
community carrying figures of the Nativity.
Later everyone enjoyed breaking pifiatas,
sharing pan dulce (sweet bread) and
hot chocolate, and receiving gifts.

Since the sale of the Lakewood build-
ing, the congregation has visited the
Hemet congregation and met together in
several locations. We are looking forward
to a blessed New Year and a new home
soon. Thank you all for your support and
prayers and we wish you all “bendiciones
para el Afio Nuevo” (blessings for the
New Year).
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Oblation and World Hunger
Aid for South Asia

Community of Christ will provide $75,000 in humanitarian
aid now for survivors of the December 26 earthquake and
tsunamis in South Asia, with additional funds to be contrib-
uted based on the response of church members during
January and February. Initial aid ($50,000 from the Oblation
Fund and $25,000 from the World Hunger Fund) will be sent
to the American Red Cross. As information becomes avail-
able regarding church members who have been affected by
the disaster, responses will be made to their specific needs.

With many roads impassable and communication systems
down, final reports from church members will take time to
confirm. In Sri Lanka, three church members are missing.
Initial reports from India indicate no known deaths or major
damages suffered by church members there. Ron Smith,
president of the South Central Asia Mission Center, reported
that the loss of life among the Community of Christ family
appears to be small "but the tsunamis left hundreds of
church people homeless and without food or resources.
Whole villages, like Karamba, Sri Lanka, where we have a
congregation, were washed away. At this time of devasta-
tion and fear, we rely heavily on—and take hope in—the
love and prayers of the Community of Christ."

Members and friends are challenged to donate gener-
ously to the Oblation and World Hunger Funds during Janu-
ary and February to allow even greater response on behalf
of the church. All contributions to these funds above the av-
erage for these two months will be used for further aid in
South Asia. Contributions to these funds can be made using
Mission Tithes offering envelopes or by mailing a check or
money order to Community of Christ World Headquarters,
ATTN: Oblation/World Hunger Challenge for South Asia,
1001 W. Walnut, Independence, MO 64050.

New Date for Blankenship at Upland

Due to a health problem, the LeRoy Blankenship concert
has been rescheduled for two new dates, Saturday, Feb. 19
at 4 PM and Sunday, Feb. 20 at 11 AM. You are invited to
enjoy the ministry of songwriter, musician, and children’s au-
thor LeRoy Blankenship with the Upland Congregation at
either of these times. LeRoy has been in the ministry since
1958, serving as a pastor and full-time evangelist traveling
all over the world. Please join your friends at Upland for a
great event.

Upcoming Events

Jan 15-16 Theology Workshop: O.T. Meets E.T.
Jan 30 SoCal Ecumenical Council Celebration
Feb 5 Simi Valley Gift Exchange

Feb 19-20 LeRoy Blankenship at Upland

Feb 25-Mar 1 Apostle Ken McLaughlin visits SCMC
Apr 10 Congregational Leaders Meeting at CCM
Apr 16 Aaronic “Family Ministries” at CCM

Apr 24 SCMC Conference at CCM

Jun 18-24 SCMC Reunion at Buckhorn

Theology Work-
shop: O.T. Meets E.T.

Basileia—An Open Door Community of Christ invites
you to attend a weekend workshop of theological explora-
tion entitled “O.T. Meets E.T.”, January 15-16. Laurie
Gordon, a high priest, research biologist, and member of
the Sierra Pacific Mission Center, will lead the workshop,
which will use the movie "Contact" as a contemporary par-
allel to the Jacob at Bethel story. The workshop will be
held at the home of John and Carol Kostura, 1-5 PM Sat-
urday and 10-11:30 AM Sunday. Lunch will be served at
noon Saturday before the workshop begins.

Laurie has worked as a biologist for 25 years at the
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. She also is a
recent Master of Arts graduate of Graduate Theological
Union in Berkeley. Her thesis investigated the Christian
mystical tradition as a resource in the science-religion dia-
logue. Laurie contributes articles on spirituality to church
publications, is a co-author of the 1996 adult reunion text,
and wrote a Temple School course on Spiritual Disci-
plines. Laurie's lifelong passion for the natural world has
deepened her sense that the universe is infused with the
presence of God's mystery.

Due to space considerations, Carol would like to know
who is coming to the workshop. Please call Gail Biller at
714-543-2359 or Carol at 714-974-3726 to ensure seating
space. Everyone is invited to come!

SCMC Justice Network Needs You

The recently organized SCMC Justice Network is look-
ing for volunteers to bring justice issues to other interested
parties within the mission center. Let's work together on
matters that need our help and support. Just sign up on
the Yahoo Group listed below, then post information about
events or efforts that need our support. Others in the Jus-
tice Network can read what you have posted and decide if
they can assist on this particular project. You will be the
SCMC contact person for any ideas that you post, but
most postings should contain enough information to get
someone else involved without further questions. Let's get
going and get together to serve where we find a need. Use
this link to see the group and to sign up: http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/SCMCJusticeNetwork/

Please contact Carol Kostura with any questions at kos-
tura@socal.rr.com or 714-974-3726.

Ecumenical Prayer Service
Celebrates Annual Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity

The Southern California Ecumenical Council, represent-
ing 18 denominations including Community of Christ, is
hosting an ecumenical celebration of the Word of God at 4
PM Sunday, Jan. 30. Everyone is welcome to this worship
service and to a reception immediately after in the fellow-
ship hall. The preacher will be Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian, primate of the Armenian Church of North Amer-
ica, Western Diocese. The service will take place at First
Lutheran Church, 1300 East Colorado Street, Glendale.
For further information contact Carol Kostura at 714-974-
3726.






